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father. " Our Father who art in heaven." It were a crime to say that he does not think of us; that he does not dispose of us according to the dictates of his supreme love. Not a hair from our heads, said the Man God, falls to the ground without His knowing it, and if He has care of the grasses of the field, and of the birds of the air, how much more of you children of men, of you of little faith?
And if God watches over individual man, with how much greater care He watches over those great social organizations in the welfare of which is wrapped up the welfare of millions of men. He is the God of men and the God of nations. He is the ruler of armies and of sovereign powers, and from the first day that humanity entered upon its course God has directed its movements, its evolutions; hurrying not, for ages are to him as moments, but never ceasing His divine working. God has directed the movements and evolutions of humanity for the great purposes which His own wisdom has formed. As the great nations of antiquity rose and triumphed under his hand, so to-day under his hand America triumphs and America moves forward into a new era of greatness; into new possibilities of good for her citizens, for the world at large. Results often come when not foreseen by the human actors who are the instruments, the occasions of the working out of God's great purposes.
How much America owes to Almighty God! It is He who in the formation of this continent made it so fertile, so beautiful that no other abode of man compares with it in richness and in promise. It is he who willed that a century ago a people should arise on this continent, putting forth before the world high ideals of liberty, and of popular government, ideals which America from the first held up before the nations, although even in her own practice those ideals were not at once realized. It is He who thirty-five years ago, when the very life of the nation was menaced, decreed that her banner should remain without stain, and that not one star should be wrested from it. To-day, when war again has come to us it is He who wills that victory be ours, and that America be ready for new growth and new development.
I detract not from the bravery and the valor of American sailors and American seamen. God demands the co-operations of His human instruments, but He overrules them often for